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Join us at SUN ‘n FUN 2014

Major Sponsors

Please visit these fine firms and
The SUN ‘n FUN International Fly-In & Expo will be celebrating its 40th
support them with your business, and
Anniversary during April 1 – 6, 2014! The U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels will perform on the weekend of April 5 & 6. The 2nd largest airshow in the world hosts
thank them for their Sponsorships.
over 500 aviation exhibitors, sponsors and advertisers. “Spring Break for
Pilots” will convert Lakeland Linder Regional Airport in Central Florida into
the busiest airport in North America.
We have more than 40 SWF Volunteers working all week and before to ensure
your visit is a pleasant one. They are the Hosts at our clubhouse and also serve as
Ambassadors of Sun ‘n Fun as they assist the visiting public. Stop by at noon
each day for a burgers & dogs lunch. We are again going to provide delicious
brews by the Flying High Coffee Company (flyinghighcoffee.com). We thank
Rob Riggen, company president, for his assistance.
We will have two golf carts available to transport our members to and from
any location, such as the parking lots or camping spots. If you can make a generous donation to help cover that expense, it would be greatly appreciated.
Again this year, Sun ‘n Fun will loan the Stits Playmate from the Florida Air
Museum collection to help decorate the clubhouse in its FBO theme. We thank
FLYINGHIGHCOFFEE.com
President John Leenhouts for his assistance in this, and the museum volunteers
for moving it. Bob Flynn, our resident ham radio operator, will be stationed at the
Florida Air Museum this year, so stop in and say hello.
SUN ‘n FUN appreciates our members and is providing you with a promotional code of SWF346 that can be used to purchase admission tickets for SUN ‘n
FUN 2014 at a discounted member rate. You will be required to show current
proof of membership when redeeming an online ticket or purchasing on-site at the
ticket window. Please do not to share this code with others who are not members.
Visit this website link to purchase SUN ‘n FUN Admission Tickets and upgrades:
sportys.com
www.sun-n-fun.org/FlyIn/TicketsParkingOpHours/Admission-Rates.aspx
The entire SUN ‘n FUN Staff and valued extended family of Volunteers look
forward to welcoming everyone to a week of aviation thrills. Make your hotel or
The all-U.S. Marine crew operates camping reservations, and join us at your clubhouse as we help kick off the 2014
the C-130T Hercules aircraft, known airshow season. Blue skies…. and see you in April!
(Photos courtesy U.S. Navy)
as "Fat Albert," and transports personnel, supplies and equipment to
and from each show. For more
information: blueangels.navy.mil
www.aerographs.com (404) 245-2411

MISSION STATEMENT
& PURPOSE
A charitable and educational
not-for-profit membership
organization of pilots who soloed
a powered aircraft more than
25 years ago, newer pilots, and
others with a genuine interest
in aviation, who endeavor to
advance aviation science and
career opportunities, and
provide educational
scholarships in aviation.
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Secretary’s Column

President’s Column

Robert "Bob" Krone Z Walter R. Baker
As your Secretary, I wanted to
bring something to
your attention that is
currently having a
negative effect on
your organization.
Many years ago
when we were growing and had a more
healthy and robust
membership (i.e.: younger median age)
than we do now, the Board of Directors
created the category of Life Member
wherein a member could pay one-time
dues of $200 and not have to pay any
dues again. The Board at that time is
not to be faulted for not being able to
see into the future.
Life Memberships are common in
similar membership organizations, and
when the program is initially started, it
results in a healthy increase in the bank
balance, which helps fund needed programs. However, over the long term, it
only works if the organization has a
substantial base of annual dues-paying
members, which helps ensure a steady
cash flow. I think you can see where
this is headed.
For the past several years, we have
been losing our members in the “Greatest Generation” at a steady clip, yet we
have not been successful in attracting
younger members to grow the organization, much less replace those taking
their Last Flights. President Baker enumerated the reasons why in his column
in the last issue, such as the decline of
student pilot starts and the changing
demographics of society. However, we
are now reaching out and attracting
younger pilots and students, and making them aware of what we can offer,
including our Aviation Scholarship
Program.
Our membership has steadily declined to less than 1,000 members, with
about 37% of them holding a Life
Membership. That means we are no
longer receiving any funds from more

than one-third of our members, unless
they make a separate donation. Amortizing their $200 with the current annual
dues of $25, after eight short years,
some would suggest they are enjoying
‘free’ membership until they pass away.
Let me assure you that we do not
take that view, as this option was offered and accepted in good faith, and we
highly value our Life Members who are
all Active Members with diverse and
notable accomplishments in aviation,
and who continue to generously contribute their time and talents. Nevertheless, this reduced cash flow has hindered our ability to grow, and continues to
prevent us from taking necessary steps
toward that growth.
Therefore, we are making a simple
plea to all our members, including our
Life Members, for separate generous
donations of any amount, above and
beyond any dues you have paid. Any
charitable gift you give will be used
in the most efficient and productive
manner to grow the Fraternity into a
larger and more viable not-for-profit
organization that will attract new members and assist young people on their
way to aviation careers.
While you are now thinking about it,
please write your check and mail your
gift to the address on the next page.
Please write ‘Donation’ on the memo
line. In a future issue, we may print a
List of Donors, acknowledging your
generous contribution. If you wish to
opt out of such a list, please let us know
when you mail your check. You will
receive a written receipt acknowledging
your gift that you can use for tax
purposes.
In a future issue, we will have more
information on including your Fraternity in your estate planning, and the
various options available. Thank you
for your consideration of this request,
and any gift you can give at this time.
Best wishes,

Bob

Treasurer’s Column

Thomas K. Menefee L
Treasurer’s Report (as of February 22, 2014)
Current Assets: $14,050.31
Current Liabilities: $0
Aviation Scholarship Program Fund: $1,553.30
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Here’s hoping
cash, appreciated securities, real
everyone had a
estate, and other items of value,
great holiday
and at the same time maximize
season and your
your deductions, remove taxable
2014 is off to a
assets from your estate, and assist
great start.
with your overall estate planning.
Your dedicatIf you require professional advice
ed Volunteers of
of any type, you should seek the
the Florida Gulf
services of a competent professionCoast Chapter
al. For more information, contact
are preparing for the Sun ‘n Fun
us at donations@silverwings.org.
Fly-In and International Expo
I am pleased we have been conwhich takes place on April 1-6.
tacted by an Active Member in
They are doing minor maintenVirginia regarding the formation
ance now, and will continue to host of a Chartered Chapter in that
at our Hospitality Cottage at the
state, and we are assisting him now
annual event, making it a “home
toward that goal. We currently have
base” for our members and guests six active chapters, but we have the
which makes their visits more com- potential for many more, given our
fortable. We offer a clean restroom, members varied aviation accoma tasty lunch, great conversation
plishments and our desire to
with fellow enthusiasts, and a large hangar-fly with other pilots. Your
tree-shaded deck for members to
Officers and Staff encourage you to
rest their show-weary feet.
start one in your area, and they will
Sun ‘n Fun is offering reduced- assist you in the process which is
price daily or weekly tickets for
not difficult.
SWF members. Look for informaIf you will perform the local legtion on Page 1, or see the link on
work by locating a place to meet,
our website to take advantage of
setting a date and time for your
this benefit.
first meeting, and finding a guest
Your Directors will conduct a
speaker or presenting your own
Board Meeting during the week of program, we will assist you with
Sun ‘n Fun, and all members are
locating prospects, printing, mailwelcome to attend.
ing, and lots of sound advice.
Our Aviation Scholarship ProOur 2014 Annual Convention is
gram (ASP) is up and running, and tentatively set for October in the
continuing to grow
We are building a snow-free city of
and assist deserving track record of
Pensacola, FL, subyoung people in their responsible stew- ject to Board approval
entry into aviation
ardship, which will at their April meeting.
careers. Small schol- attract grants
This locale offers
from institutional plenty of interest for
arships have been
awarded as we build a donors and aviathe aviation enthutrack record of giving tion-focused
siast, chiefly, the
and responsible stew- funds.
National Naval
ardship, which will help attract
Aviation Museum. If you come a
grants from institutional donors
day early, you can lounge on the
and aviation-focused funds. We
beach and watch the Blue Angels
have a modest fund thanks to gen- practice their aerial maneuvers.
erous donations from several mem- Look for more information in the
bers, and it will grow over time.
next issue.
Anyone, member or not, wishing to
And finally, our Directors and
assist with a donation of any size, Staff Members are always eager to
may send it to us and indicate you hear from you. Please contact any
want it applied to the Aviation
of us with your thoughts, opinions,
Scholarship Program.
and suggestions.
These funds will be used for no
Blue Skies!
other purpose. You can donate

Slipstream

Walt
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Member NOTAM’s

Eagle Eye in the Sky

Portly Pilots Praise Postponement

In February, several
members of the Florida
Gulf Coast Chapter
enjoyed an out-of-theordinary activity, but nonetheless aviation-centered.
They first convened at Peter O’Knight Airport
(TPF) near Downtown Tampa and met Judd Chapin,
Comm/Instr/CFI – Airplane and Rotorcraft, Chief
Pilot/Reporter for WFLA-TV News Channel 8 in
Tampa (first row, fourth from left). He is a VietNam
veteran who flew U.S. Army helicopters over there.
Judd has been involved in aerial news reporting for the
past 30 years, and he explained the duties of this office
and that of his two back-up pilots. He is in the air from
4-6:00PM every day and is on-call 24 hours a day.
He demonstrated the news gathering and reporting
equipment and explained the flight characteristics of
Eagle 8, a Eurocopter (now Airbus) AS350 “A-Star”
Écureuil (Squirrel). He manages five radios at once,

As we reported in the last issue, Federal Air Surgeon Dr. Fred Tilton sent a directive to all Aviation
Medical Examiners last November ordering that any
pilot with a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or higher
would have to undergo an evaluation at a sleep clinic
to determine if he or she has obstructive sleep apnea
(OSA), and be cleared to maintain their medical
certification. This caught the aviation community,
including AME’s, by surprise. There was a lot of
protest, but he wouldn’t back down.
The directive was widely criticized for its arbitrary
overreach, expense, and questionable impact on safety.
As a result, the House passed a bill in February, and
the Senate is taking similar action, that forces the FAA
to go through a formal and open rule-making process
to institute its controversial sleep apnea measures,
which it should have followed in the first place. Tilton
has since ordered all AME’s to disregard his earlier
directive until further notice.

(continued on next page)

Five-Member Executive Committee
[Director’s terms expire in October of]

President
Walter R. Baker (Sue) [2015]
Telephone 850-934-1671
President@silverwings.org

Vice President
Julian H. Scott [2014]
VicePresident@silverwings.org

Secretary
Robert E. Krone (Judith) [2015]
Secretary@silverwings.org

Telephone 727-637-6931
Treasurer@silverwings.org

Chapter Activities

Immediate Past President
James F. McCarthy (Joan) [2014]

If you live near a Chapter and are not already a
member, you should visit and see what all the fun is
about. They have very interesting and informative
guest speakers at their lunches, and enjoyable extracurricular activities such as tours of aircraft factories
and military installations. Chapter contact information
is on Page 6. 6

Director5@silverwings.org

Additional Directors
Dennis C. DeStefano (Judy) [2016]
Director6@silverwings.org

This Mockingbird Sings a Different Tune Municipal Airport (F44) in Athens, Texas for some

www.silverwings.org

Board of Directors, Officers & Staff

Treasurer
Thomas K. Menefee (Connie) [2014]

Bring Membership Card
We look forward to seeing you at our clubhouse at
Sun ‘n Fun this year. Please remember to bring your
Member ID card for faster processing.

Jerry Fischer is a Active Member in Northwest
Georgia who recently obtained The Mockingbird, the
only flying Van’s Aircraft RV-1, other than the original, which is in the EAA AirVenture Museum.
He flew to Eugene, Oregon in May, 2013 to meet
Malcom Steck, Lt., US Navy (retired), to see the
plane and determine if it was what he really wanted.
He apparently liked what he saw, since he flew her
home as part of a planned trip to Portland for a family
reunion. He procured a micro-sized panel comm radio,
a vertical card compass, and other necessities for the
cross-country trip.
He flight-planned VFR legs of about 600 nautical
miles per day with a fuel stop about midway on each
leg, and starting at Hobby Field Airport (77S) in
Creswell. The trip was pretty much as planned: 2,400
NM on a southerly route with 26 flight hours over 3.5
days. The scenery was beautiful, but it was very hot on
the ground.
Jerry loaded fuel at Haigh Field Airport (O37) in
Orland, just outside of Sacramento, and spent the first
night in Bakersfield after landing at the Bakersfield
Municipal Airport (L45). The next day he landed at
the Casa Grande Municipal Airport (KCGZ) in
Arizona for fuel, and he spent the second night in
Deming, New Mexico after setting down at the
Deming Municipal Airport (KDMN). While there,
he met Jake the Lab/Rhodesian Ridgeback, and some
great folks at the FBO who provided him with a ride
to the Grand Motor Inn, which he highly recommends.
The third day was hot in West Texas as he flew east
to Skywest Airport (7T7) just south of Midland, TX
for fuel. The sign in the FBO window said: Guns
Welcome. Please keep holstered unless required to
shoot. Hit what you aim at. Then it was on to Athens

Silver Wings Fraternity
Aviation Scholarship
Foundation, Inc.

sleep after some Texas BBQ at Danny’s. He stayed at
the Victorian Inn with transportation provided by
Carroll Dyson of Dyson Aviation.
The fourth day saw him land at the Morehouse
Memorial Airport (KBQP) in Bastrop, Louisiana for
fuel. Making good time, he requested flight-following
direct to the Mockingbird’s new roost at Barrow
County Airport (KWDR) in Winder, Georgia, while
dodging the building cumulonimbi. He crossed California off his bucket list and a true “Cross Country” as
well.
Jerry holds a Commercial Pilot Certificate for
Airplane Single- and Multi-Engine Land, an Instrument Rating, and Repairman Experimental Aircraft Builder - Inspection Certificate. His association with Arnold Allen, our recently departed Brother
from Florida, was instrumental as it probably was with
other pilots, to undertake the building of Miss Sandy,
an RV-7 in his garage. Arnold was a friend, mentor,
and excellent source of building knowledge.

H. Gilly Smith [2016]
Director7@silverwings.org

Appointed Staff
Chaplain

Ray F. Bell
Chaplain@silverwings.org
Parliamentarian
Editor/Publisher & Webmaster

James Rhinehardt 6
Editor@silverwings.org
Building Manager

James Porter, PE
Cottage@silverwings.org

Please Mail All Correspondence to:
Post Office Box 1694, Oldsmar, FL 34677-1694
or Secretary@silverwings.org
SWF Founder & President Emeritus
Russell James Brinkley ~ 1906-1992
Harrisburg, PA ~ Barnstormer, Flight Instructor, Airshow Announcer

SWF Co-Founders
Harry Raleigh Davis ~ 1920-2000
Stratford, CT ~ ATP Captain, Trans World Airlines

Walter Harvey, Jr. ~ ?-?
Harrisburg, PA ~ Flight Examiner, Control Tower Operator

John E. Hickey ~ 1890-1970
Ashland, IL ~ Barnstormer, WWI Army Aviator, Airline Pilot

(Photo courtesy of Jerry Fischer)

Slipstream

Edwin Lyons ~ 1910-1991
West Hempstead, NY ~ Airline Transport Pilot, Airport Manager
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News That’s Fit to Fly
Search Engine Giant Finds
New Home
NASA and the General Services Administration have signed a long-term public-private partnership lease for Planetary
Ventures, LLC, the real estate subsidiary
of Google, Inc., to take over operations
and maintenance at Moffett Federal Field
(Photo courtesy NASA Ames Research Center)
(NUQ), a joint civil-military airport in
Mountain View, CA. The new tenant, whose corporate offices are nearby, plans
to restore the famous steel-girdered Hangar One (pictured) and the smaller
Hangars Two and Three, two of the largest unsupported wooden structures in
the country, to their former glory but with many needed improvements.
H1, a 350,000 SF structure built in 1931 for the rigid airship USS Macon, now
stands as a skeleton, but will be re-skinned. The hangars and the adjacent Shenandoah Plaza are designated as a National Historic District, and are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. They were constructed when the Navy established ten LTA (“lighter-than-air”) bases across the country as part of a coastal
Lovely Lithesome Lass Lightly Levitates
defense plan. In July of 1994, NAS Moffett Field was closed as a naval air station
and turned over to the NASA Ames Research Center, which is home to several
Katherine “Kate” Upton, age 21, one of Sports Illustrated’s buxom blond
wind tunnels. The base is named after Rear Admiral William A. Moffett, who is
bombshells, is the first swimsuit model to complete a zero-gravity photo shoot,
credited with the creation of the base, and it is regularly used by the California
not to mention providing enjoyable eye-candy for the crew.
Along with photographer James Macari, videographers, make-up artists, and ANG, NASA, Lockheed Martin Space Systems, the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s
Department, Air Force One, and by Google founders Larry Page and Sergey Brin
assistants, they rode aboard G-Force One, a modified Boeing 727-200F from
ZERO-G Corporation of Arlington, Virginia (www.gozerog.com). It is similar for their private jets, a Boeing 767-200 and a Gulfstream V.
In 2008, Ames leased 42 acres around
to aircraft operated by NASA to train astronauts and called the “vomit comet.”
the field to Google, and in 2013, they
One morning in the Fall of 2013, they departed from Spacecoast Regional
began building a 1.1 million SF office
Airport (TIX) in Titusville, Florida, and operated in ATC-assigned block aircomplex of nine buildings overlooking San
space between 24,000 and 35,000 feet of altitude 200 miles off the coast of
Tampa. They are only allowed to operate these gut-wrenching flights over water Francisco Bay dubbed “Bay View.” The
buildings are to be the new headquarters
or unoccupied land.
Captain John Benish, ATP, CFII and FE, led the crew and related the follow- for Google and will be part of the nearby
(Photo courtesy GSA)
ing: Their standard mission profile is 15 consecutive rapid ascents into parabola “Googleplex.” 6
maneuvers where everyone initially experiences two times their Earth weight,
Eagle Eye in the Sky (continued)
and followed by about 30 seconds of weightlessness.
Passengers ranging in age from 8 to 93 have enjoyed the ride, and only 4%
and can live on-air report if he has to, but he usually carries a reporter/photohave had to use the sick sacks. He said the spine expands at the top of the arc, and grapher. A pod under the nose contains a gyro-stabilized camera that is quite senpassengers experience a rush of endorphins to the brain and laugh uncontrollably. sitive, but a new one being installed now can read a license plate from six miles
Due to lack of privacy and time, no one has yet made whoopie.
away. He always lands and takes off from a wheeled platform, and the chopper is
For more information and visual delights, visit Sports Illustrated at
hangared when not in use. Due to all the water he flies over, the skids have stanwww.si.com and your favorite newsstand for the 2014 Swimsuit Issue. 6
dard floatation bags that automatically deploy when submerged. For safety
(Photographs courtesy James Macari/Sports Illustrated) reasons, all the pilots have the final say on whether a flight is conducted.
Over an event scene, there could be 10-12 helicopters in the air, all jockeying
for position. However, there are courteous rules of the road. All pilots are in constant contact with each other on one frequency, as well as with air traffic control
and their employer on others. Law enforcement choppers fly lower than news
media, and aerial medevac choppers fly lower than everybody, with about 200300 feet altitude clearance between the layers.
After this tour, Judd joined the group for lunch at the Four Green Fields, an
authentic Irish Pub (www.tampa.fourgreenfields.com) with a thatch roof laid by
artisans from Ireland. As with the real thing, there is no other weatherproofing
below the thatch which is about a foot thick. Water simply rides the reeds down
the high pitch. It airs out and dries quickly, so mold is not a problem.
The group then met at the Channel 8 studios nearby, and were given a great
tour by Matt Larson, their Community Affairs Manager. He explained the news
gathering and reporting process, and everybody’s duties. We were not able to
meet any of the on-air personalities that we see every day because they were in
meetings, but they did wave to us in an effort to connect with the public.
We invited Obie Young, ATP, Master CFII, retired USAF pilot, and currently
President of the National Aviation Safety Foundation, and Producer with the
Florida Aviation Network/FAN (www.floridaaviationnetwork.com) and two of
his staff to join us. Michelle Cassidy, their youngest member, is in high school
but currently taking college classes, and is exploring a career in broadcasting. We
knew this tour would benefit her. They produce and broadcast aviation and safety
videos at several location within Florida for national distribution.
The day was very informative and a lot of fun, and it gave us a greater appreciation for all the hard work and technical competence it takes to gather, report,
produce, and broadcast the news. 6
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Silver Wings Fraternity

Fraternity Announcements & Advisories (FAA)

Over to You

E. E. “Buck” Hilbert
Wrong Airport Landings
Here we go again. Our “Good News Media”
is running amok again, creating a crisis so as to
shock the public into buying more of their product. Again, those wanting to promote their
importance will capitalize on erroneous reporting as fact to initiate a knee jerk reaction to a
largely overblown situation.
The headline reads, “Almost 150 wrong
airport landings since the early 1990’s.” No
mention to the fact that there are nearly 10,000 landings every day in the
USA. No mention as to whether they were Air Transport, Commercial, or
just General Aviation, or whether the pilots were students, ATP’s, Commercial or Private, or what the circumstances were at the time. I regret that
there are no longer aviation editors employed by the media. There was a
time when they were an important part of an editorial staff. But not
today. I cringe when I read reports on aviation-related subjects that are so
out of the realm of reality as to be ridiculous, but then they are sometimes enhanced with sensational journalism. I have volunteered several
times to become a consultant to our local daily and weekly wipes, but
have always been ignored. Telling the truth isn’t acceptable, I guess.

The approach was from the Iowa City VOR, and the long 17-mile final to
Cedar Rapids passed over the Iowa City Airport which we did not serve.
The two airports are about seven or eight miles apart, and at that time we
were not blessed with DME (Distance Measuring Equipment). We only
had the clock on the instrument panel. Get the picture?
Hail was rattling off the windows and making so much noise, conversation in the cockpit was almost impossible, when all of a sudden there
was the airport through a break in the storm. We landed, but alas, it was
Iowa City and not Cedar Rapids. What happened afterwards, was office
visits, letter writing, and very little criticism. Metro calculated our headwind to be next to fifty knots on the nose, that along with the other effects of the storm, reduced our ground speed to where the time, though
not exactly right, was messed up just enough to make us believe we were
there. Actually we were just damned grateful to be on the ground.
The second incident was several years later and was a DC-7 doing a
back-course approach in a snowstorm into Omaha’s Eppley Field. Here
again, the final passes right over the Council Bluffs, Iowa, Airport. Only
about four miles from the “Big” Airport. Again, his timing was off because of the headwinds, his visibility bad because of the moderate snow,
and when he spotted Council Bluffs he chopped the throttles and landed,
on a sod runway less than 3,000 feet in length, but nicely lighted.
Despite the surprise, nobody complained, and when the storm blew
over and a day or so later they got the DC-7 to the right field, washed the
mud off, and flew it home. At that time, management was staffed by real
pilots, men who earned their wings and built the airline industry. They
understood, and took the pilot side when there was need.
The third incident was sort of a joke. Here again are two airports almost within shouting distance of one another. It’s a perfect day for a VFR
approach. The co-pilot is flying and lands the DC-8 at Troutdale instead
of Portland, Oregon. The captain, one of the “old Timers” and only a few
months from retirement, when asked why, said the co-pilot had such a
good approach going, he didn’t want to mess it up!
Well, I’ve deviated from my original intent, which was to complain
about the media and the way they go off half-cocked and make all sorts
of the wrong noises, but there are circumstances, there are humans, and
sometimes they suffer distractions, are just plain tired, and are not God!
I rest my case!
Over to you, “Buck”

After flying halfway around the world from Southwest Asia, the embarrassed pilots of a C-17 Globemaster called MacDill Air Force Base just
after noon on July 20, 2012 to say that it had mistakenly landed on the
3,580 foot long runway 22 at Peter O. Knight Airport in downtown Tampa,
Florida. After its passengers and cargo were removed, it took off several
hours later and quickly reached runway 22 at the base, six miles away.

Captain Hilbert graduated from the US Army Aviation Cadets, was fortunate enough
to stay in the States through World War II as a Flight Instructor, and was recalled as an
Artillery Liaison Pilot for Korea. He lucked into
a job with United Airlines starting on the DC-3s
in 1952, and retired off the DC-8 after 32 years.
He was a founding member of the Experi(Photo courtesy Tampa Tribune)
mental Aircraft Association with member #21,
In my Airline Career, I only know of three incidents. I was involved in and was the first president of the Antique Airone of them. We were in a DC-3 and in a Mid-West Summer squall line, craft Division of the EAA, now called the Vintage Airplane Association. He wrote a column
literally getting the crap kicked out of us and making a VOR approach
from a fix some seventeen miles from the station. I might add here, that for the EAA/VAA’s Vintage Airplane magazine
for many years.

the winds and the turbulence were against us, and stronger than we knew.

Almost 400 pilots and friends, including 26 skiplanes, made it to Pioneer Airport on Saturday,
February 8, for EAA’s annual Skiplane Fly-In at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Locally, the flying conditions were favorable, but not to areas further south as harsher weather prevented many pre-registered skiplane owners from flying in. Inside Pioneer’s Phillips 66 Hangar, volunteers prepared and
served warm chili and soup for the attendees.
However, Buck Hilbert and his son Lee and several friends were part of the southern contingent
that did not make it to KOSH because of that weather, so they held their own little fly-in. Unfortunately, winds were somewhat gusty and one of the planes busted a landing gear and ski. If you
have any Aeronca parts, particularly 1939 landing gear parts, please contact Buck at 815-923-4591.
(Photo by Lee Hilbert)
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Silver Wings Fraternity
Aviation Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
~ National Annual Membership Dues ~
Active Member

New or Renewal: $25.00 USD

Associate Member

New or Renewal: $25.00 USD

Member & Spouse or International

Chapter Meetings & Contacts
Please note that all Chapter members must also be current
members of the Silver Wings Fraternity (National Organization)
per the Bylaws, since all Chapters are legal subsidiaries.

COLORADO CHAPTER
Meets several times per year at the Wingate by Wyndham/Greenwood Village/Denver Tech
at 8000 East Peakview Ave, Greenwood Village, CO 80111 (South of Denver). Next event will
be on Saturday, June 21 at Front Range Airport in support of the Rocky Mountain Aviation
Expo. Program for the November 15 meeting TBD. For more information, contact Bill Totten at
303-364-5238.

$30.00 USD

(Member or Spouse may be Active or Associate Member)
(Multi-Member Households Share One Paper Slipstream Copy
per Issue Unless Two Copies are Desired).

Pay by Credit Card or Make Your Check or Money Order Payable to
"Silver Wings Fraternity" (Do Not Send Cash) and Mail to:
SWF Membership Secretary, P. O. Box 1694, Oldsmar, FL 34677-1694
( Chapter Dues, if any, Are Payable Directly to the Chapter )

FLORIDA GULF COAST CHAPTER
Meets several times a year in the Clearwater/Dunedin area, at 11:00am at Kally K’s Steak &
Fishery, 1600 Main Street, Dunedin, FL 34698. We meet in the private dining room. Next
meeting is March 8, 2014. Speaker is a former USAF pilot. For more information, contact us at
FloridaGulfCoast@silverwings.org

GEORGIA CHAPTER

Circle your Credit Card and provide information:

Card No. __________ - __________ - __________ - __________
Exp. Date _______ / _______

Meets every Wednesday (except Holiday weeks) in Atlanta at the Petite Auberge Restaurant
in the Toco Hills Shopping Center at 2935 North Druid Hills Road with excellent speakers.
For more information, contact Chapter President Bill Bell at 404-321-3131 (office).

ILLINOIS CHAPTER

3-4 Digit number in signature block _________
REQUIRED DISCLOSURE INFORMATION
Florida Statutes Chapter 496, the Solicitation of Funds Act, was enacted by the Florida
Legislature. This law requires that organizations like the Silver Wings Fraternity
Aviation Scholarship Foundation, Inc. (registration number pending) conspicuously
display in capital letters the following statement with each printed solicitation, written
confirmation, or receipt for contributions received:
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY
CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE OF FLORIDA 1-800-435-7352 OR
850-410-3800 FROM OUTSIDE OF FLORIDA. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
The Silver Wings Fraternity Aviation Scholarship Foundation, Inc. receives 100% of any
charitable contribution and is directed where designated by the donor.

Meets several times a year at the Four Points Sheraton in the Village of Schiller Park near
Chicago. Next meeting is March 8, 2014. For more information, contact Chapter President
Charlie Boyle at 847-967-7175.

LAKE ERIE CHAPTER
Meets quarterly in Willoughby, Ohio at Dino’s Restaurant & Banquet Center located at 4145
State Route 306 (Broadmoor/Kirtland Road). For more information, contact Chapter President
Alan Kettunan at 440-576-0927 or LakeErieChapter@silverwings.org.

OHIO CHAPTER
Meets in the Cincinnati area. For more information, contact Chapter President Tom Hogan at
513-829-8248.

No Chapter in Your Area? Start One Now!
The National Office will assist you with a list of At-Large members in your
area, start-up documents, and promotional materials. You find a location for
your first meeting, and set the date and time. Talk to your pilot buddies now!

“Balls to the Wall” This a term that airplane pilots use, and it originates
from the early days of flight when the throttle, prop, and mixture controls
had knobs that made it easier for the pilot to grip. Full forward to the
instrument panel or “Balls to the wall.” Not sure what expression the
women pilots use for this.

EDITORIAL SUBMISSIONS

For the best in bags, wallets, cases, luggage, and all the
products we use to carry our things, visit www.carryology.com.

Please submit your articles and photographs of Chapter
events, flying activities, awards and other Fraternity or
aviation-related topics. Content may be edited for clarity
and space. Please identify the author or photographer.
Provide names of all recognizable persons in your photographs, location, event, and other information. Photography may be film prints or digital files, but in the highest resolution available. State whether you want the items
returned. Submissions indicate that permission is granted
for publication. Read below for more information. Thank
you for your support.

The Slipstream is published up to four times per year by the Silver Wings Fraternity Aviation Scholarship Foundation, Inc. (Silver Wings Fraternity) (SWF) for members and guests and is not for sale.
The Editorial Staff welcomes your comments, suggestions, and interesting or entertaining content. Views and opinions expressed herein are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the
Editor, Publisher or Silver Wings Fraternity. Please direct all correspondence to: SWF Editor, P. O. Box 1694, Oldsmar, FL 34677-1694, or email to editor@silverwings.org.
Persons submitting items for publication agree that items are original content and authored by themselves, and that they retain original copyright unless they assign those rights to Silver Wings Fraternity,
and they further agree that they give Silver Wings Fraternity serial and electronic rights to publish said content in any form an unlimited number of times free of charge. Since the reliability of mailing and
delivery services are beyond our control, the Editor, Publisher and Silver Wings Fraternity accept no responsibility for submissions, unsolicited or otherwise, or the return or safety of submitted material.
Silver Wings Fraternity is a not-for-profit, charitable and educational membership organization. All efforts have been taken to ensure that all material published, including but not limited to, photographs,
clip art, typefaces and articles, are in the public domain, or that permission has been granted for such use, or they are published under the doctrine of fair use for the purposes of commentary, criticism,
news reporting, research, teaching or scholarship, or Creative Commons license. Trademarks and other protected items are the property of their respective owners.
Copyright © 2014 by the Silver Wings Fraternity, except those items copyrighted by others. All rights reserved in all countries. Unauthorized reproduction in whole or part is prohibited, and no part of this
publication may be stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including electronically or by photo-copying, without the written permission of the Publisher or Editor.
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b Last Flights w
Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, and danced the skies on laughter-silvered
wings, and put out my hand and touched the face of God ~ after High Flight
The members of the Fraternity share in the loss, and we express our condolences
to the families and friends of our Brothers and Sisters who have Flown West.

Joseph William “Bill” Duff, age 86, passed
away on January 10, 2013. He was born on June
24,1926 in Denver. At the age of 13, he started in
aviation by fueling planes at Combs Aviation. He
attended the Emily Griffin Opportunity School
and was in its first Aircraft & Powerplant graduating class.
Bill soloed in a Waco in 1946, and he held a
Private Pilot license with a current medical certificate at the time of his passing. He has worked
for Mountain States Aviation, Flying Tigers, and
other aviation firms.
Bill entered the aircraft parts and salvage business in 1949 when he
began buying aircraft parts with the $1,250 sale of his beloved 1940 Ford
convertible. He made do instead with a 1931 Ford Model A Coupe with a
rumble seat. This “legend in his own time” started the J.W. Duff Aircraft Company in 1951, which became the world’s largest private aircraft salvage company, and was acquired by Acme Aircraft Sales &
Salvage after his passing.
Bill’s specialty was moving crippled airplanes from wherever they
happened to land. This could be in a lake, on the edge of an airport, in the
mountains or out on the prairie. Bill said that anybody can move a plane,
but the idea is to do no further damage than has already been done. He
frequently bid on crashed aircraft, thereby increasing the inventory in his
used parts business. He has moved planes as small as a Cessna 150 and
as large as a Douglas DC-10. In the newspapers, and on the television, it
was common to see his white coveralls as he removed some accident
from a runway, or from a residential neighborhood to a hangar.
An attorney once said that Bill has set the standard for careful and
exacting post-accident aircraft salvage work, which enables the crash
causes to be properly investigated. His salvage lot at Stapleton International Airport covering 18 acres, and a 40,000 square foot hangar in
Greeley and other buildings, are filled with treasures and valuables which
could fill a museum.
One of his more famous planes is a U-4B,
the Air Force version of the L-26 Aero
Commander. It was flown as Air Force
One, and was used by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower from 1956 to 1960 for short
trips, including from Washington, D.C. to
his Gettysburg, Pennsylvania farm. After President Eisenhower left
office, the aircraft was used for transporting high-ranking government
officials. In 1969, it was transferred to the Air Force Academy, where it
was used for cadet parachute training and the Academy’s skydiving team.
In November 1977, it was sent to the Nebraska Civil Air Patrol. It was
obtained from Bill in 1996 by the National Museum of the U.S. Air
Force. At the time of his death, he personally or through his company,
owned more than 100 historic and vintage airplanes and helicopters.
Bill was a Life Member of the Colorado Aviation Historical Society,
the AOPA, the Silver Wings Fraternity, and other organizations. He was
inducted into the Colorado Aviation Hall of Fame in 1990.
Last Flights are not obituaries, but only a notice of a member's passing
gleaned from several sources. When you learn of any Member who has passed
away less than three years, please notify us and submit a quality photograph if
available. Please include their SWF involvement, solo and other flying data. All
confirmed Last Flights will be published as space is available.

www.silverwings.org

A Hero’s Last Flight (continued)
for “hard resisters.” There, he was beaten so hard his vision became
blurred. Physically, Day was totally debilitated and unable to perform
even the simplest task for himself. His personal bravery in the face of
deadly enemy pressure was significant in saving the lives of fellow
aviators who were still flying against the enemy.
After Ho Chi Minh died in the
fall of 1969, the POWs’ situation
improved somewhat, but Day was
still singled out for harsh treatment. During one instance in
1971, guards burst in with rifles
as some of the prisoners gathered
for a forbidden religious service.
Day defiantly stared the guards
down and began singing the “Star Spangled Banner” in protest. The
other prisoners, including the prison’s top ranking officer, Admiral
James Stockdale, joined him.
In 1973, he was released along with almost 600 other U.S. POW’s
during Operation Homecoming. The damage by the enemy permanently scarred his body, but he tenaciously fought to get well. A year later he
was back on flight status, and he qualified as an F-4 Phantom II pilot.
Col. Day became vice commander of the 33th Tactical Fighter Wing,
and he retired from active service in 1976. On March 4, 1976, President
Gerald R. Ford presented Day with the Medal of Honor during a White
House ceremony. In attendance were his fellow prisoners, Admiral
Stockdale and Senator John McCain.
At the time of his shoot-down, Day
was one of the nation’s most experienced jet fighter pilots, with more than
5,000 hours of flying time. He flew all
of the modern Air Force jet fighters before his retirement.
Col. Day holds every significant combat award and is one of the
nation’s most highly decorated officers, and the most decorated since
General Douglass MacArthur. Most notable are: the Medal of Honor,
the Air Force Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal, the Silver Star,
the Legion of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal
with nine Oak Leaf Clusters, the Bronze Star for Valor with two Oak
Leaf Clusters, and the Purple Heart with three Clusters. He was
presented Vietnam’s highest medal by President Thieu, two Vietnamese
Gallantry Crosses, and Vietnamese Wings, and wears twelve
Campaign Battle Stars.
Sen. McCain said, “I owe my life to Bud, and much of what I know
about character and patriotism. He was the bravest man I ever knew, and
his fierce resistance and resolute leadership set the example for us in
prison of how to return home with honor.” Gen. Mark A. Welsh, USAF
Chief of Staff, said “The medals say a lot about Bud Day, but they
cannot capture his unbreakable spirit, the life-saving impact he had on
his fellow prisoners during his time in captivity, and the inspiration he
has been to countless Americans who’ve been fortunate enough to have
heard his story or shaken his hand.”
Colonel Day has taught several law and political courses at the university level, and lectured often at the Air University at Maxwell AFB,
Alabama. He was a member of several bar associations, and operated his
law firm in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. He was a past member of the
Board of Directors of the Medal of Honor Society. Day has published
numerous articles on fighter aircraft performance and other topics. In
civilian life, he held a Commercial Single- and Multi-Engine Aircraft
license and an Instrument Rating.
Day was married to his childhood sweetheart, Doris Merlene Sorensen of Sioux City, Iowa, and they had four children, who are Steven
Day; Capt. George Day, Jr. (Class of ’85 Air Force Academy and an F16 pilot); twin daughters Sonja Smith and Sandra Mathers. He is also
survived by two grandsons and three granddaughters. 6
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A Hero’s Last Flight
Retired USAF Colonel and
Command Pilot George E.
“Bud” Day passed away on
July 27, 2013 in Shalimar,
Florida at age 88.
He is a veteran of three wars
and a recipient of our highest
award for military gallantry,
the Medal of Honor. He was
awarded some 70 decorations,
50 of them for combat action.
Day was born in Sioux City,
Iowa, on February 24, 1925.
He dropped out of school and
enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps as a young 17-year-old
in 1942, and served 30 months
in the South Pacific Islands
during World War II as a noncommissioned officer. After the
war, he earned Bachelor of Science and Master of Arts degrees, and a
Juris Doctorate, and was admitted to the South Dakota Bar in 1949, and
the Florida Bar in 1977.
He received an appointment
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Air
National Guard in 1950, was
called to active duty a year
later, and was trained as a
fighter pilot in the Air Force.
He flew combat sorties in the
Korean War, but his most

legendary moment came when he was shot down and badly injured in
Vietnam. He was captured by the Vietcong and spent 67 months in
captivity, including the infamous “Hanoi Hilton.”
In 1967, Major Day was the first commander of Detachment 1, 416th
Tactical Fighter Squadron, an F-100 Super Sabre unit, with the top secret
mission of flying over Vietnam and Laos as “Misty” FAC’s (Forward Air
Controllers). On August 26, his plane was hit by ground fire and he ejected. He smashed against the fuselage and broke his arm in three places.
Theirs was one of the most dangerous combat missions of the war, and
they suffered high casualties.
Day was captured and taken to an underground shelter, where he was
threatened with execution after refusing to answer the enemy’s questions.
After five days, he escaped. In spite of his serious injuries and missing his
boots, he traveled over 25 miles. He ate only local fruit and raw frogs,
and he was further injured when a bomb went off nearby. After 10 days of
evading enemy patrols, he made it across the Ben Hai River into South
Vietnam. Due to delirium, he lost his sense of direction and wandered
aimlessly for several days. After several attempts to signal U.S. aircraft,
and about two miles from the Marine base at Con Thien, Viet Cong
insurgents discovered him and shot him in the left hand and thigh.
He was returned to the prison from which he had escaped, and later
was moved to Hanoi after giving his captors false information to questions put before him. His wounds were left untreated, and he suffered
from malnutrition and constantly tortured. Many of his injuries did not
heal properly, and his
weight dropped to about
100 pounds. Still, he remained defiant and continued to offer maximum
resistance. In the spring of
1968, he was taken to the
“Zoo,” a punishment camp
(continued on Page 7)

